Apart from Banks and Mylne, then, the Committee comprised: William Jessop (1745-1814), Smeaton's former pupil and assistant and now one of the foremost civil engineers in England; Captain Joseph Huddart (1741-1816, F.R.S.: 1791), marine surveyor and consulting engineer; and the celebrated John Rennie (1761-1821, F.R.S.: 1798).
A few weeks later Banks sent the various papers to Mylne:
New River Head, 14 May 1795. [Mylne to Banks.] I received, in due time, the parcel, Lists &c of M r Smeaton's Reports. It would appear, little or nothing is to be done but to put these to the press. . . chronological order would be the best arrangem ent. . . [with] a copious Index, and arrangement of subjects . . . at the end of the Publication. All o f which I humbly submit as the best way not to lose time.
[Soho Square] 16 May 1795. [Banks to Mylne.] Being myself naturally of a hasty disposition, I have so often hurried myself into scrapes that I am possibly become too dilatory; o f that my Friends o f the Commee will judge, & I will submit to their sentence.
In the case of the papers of our late worthy friend, it appears to me that selection should be made of the best, some I apprehend will do him much greater credit than others. . . . W hether I am wrong or right in these sentiments, I shall, as I before said, leave to the judgement o f the Commee, of which you & I are the only persons who have as yet read the Reports; will you be so good therefore when you have fully satisfied yourself with the perusal o f them, & make all such remarks &c as you may chuse to commit to paper, to forward them to some one o f the other Members. As soon as we have all satisfied ourselves in private, we may meet as a body, & come to a final resolution.
The matter rested there for a while. Then, in the Engineers' Society Minutes for 13 November 1795, it is recorded that:
Doctor Hutton being present and having undertaken to be the Editor, of Mr Smeaton's Reports in Civil Engineering, the Seven Volumes thereof were directed to be sent to him, for his perusal and report thereon. Later, in November 1795, Hutton recommended that:
Copies be taken of all Mr Smeatons Reports &c, before they are arranged by the Editor for Publication.
The manuscripts were duly returned to Mylne in December, and next month he wrote as follows:
New River Head, 29 Jan. 1796. [Mylne to Banks.] I have lately done myself the pleasure to call on you twice; that I might have an opportunity of informing you, in particular, of having obtained a person to Copy Smeaton's papers, at the Rate o f i8 d for a Score o f pages, each o f 72 words; Paper being found him. I thought so reasonable, I have set him to work, on one Volume for a trial; under the hope o f its being approved by the Committee at large.
I shall make a Report at the next Meeting, where I hope most o f the Comee will attend; and that you will do us that pleasure; that the whole may be put into a train.
[Soho Square, 31 Jan. I conclude that your Copyist copys none but the Reports that are to be printed: it would be unnecessary expence to copy more; besides that I do not wish to run the Risk of those that we do not print falling into other hands.
I always attend the Engineers' Club, if I am able & hope to be able next time: next Friday, however, being Lincolnshire Club, I cannot, so hope it will not fall on that day.
Banks did indeed attend meetings in January and also in February, March and April, but there is no record o f any decisions about Smeaton's Reports; and it is clear from later evidence that Mylne, presumably with the rest o f the Committee s support, had decided to go ahead with his original proposal o f publishing all the Reports, arranged more or less chronologically and grouped in subjects, with an index. For this, we can be grateful to him.
Samuel Brooke, a well-known printer, and a member o f the Engineers' Society in the special Class o f Artists whose professions and employments are necessary & useful. It was therefore ordered, that each member o f the Committee shall pay ^4 0 into the hands of Mr Faden, in trust for the purposes o f the publication.
This they did, and so established a fund o f -£200 (8).
Robert Mylne composed a most interesting Preface to the first volume o f the Reports (9). He gives a short history of the Society o f Civil Engineers and an account of its present constitution, as reorganized after Smeaton's death; and makes the following remarks concerning the Reports:
It is with much satisfaction, the COMMITTEE OF CIVIL-ENGINEERS have, at length, so far accomplished their long wished object, as now to present the public, with the first part o f the works, of their late worthy and ingenious brother, Mr JO H N SMEATON: one of the greatest Engineers, that this, or perhaps any country, ever produced.
As the members of this Society have interested themselves so greatly, in the publication of the present work; and as the author o f it had so great a share in the first establishment, as well as, the subsequent management of the society, it may not be amiss in this place, to employ a few words, in giving a short account of it, before any thing is said more particularly o f the pub lication itself.
[Then follows the history o f the Society.]
It may be mentioned, as a mark o f the Society's regard, that a tribute is always paid, after dinner, to the memory of their late worthy JO H N SMEATON. The publication of this work shews their respect goes farther; by contributing a more substantial monument to his fame and character.
The Society having learnt that Sir JOSEPH BANKS had, for a con siderable sum, purchased all the manuscripts, designs, drawings o f every sort, and all the papers o f Mr SMEATON . . . it was proposed to him, and most handsomely acquiesced in, that the Society should undertake to perform the task o f publishing the Reports only... and that the loss, if any, should be defrayed by themselves, as well as, that the profits, if any, should go to Mr. SMEATON'S representatives.
[The formation of the Special Committee is then described.] The Reports, only, were the great object of this Society, and o f their Special Committee. These, they thought, would be o f the greatest use to the profession, to teach actual and practical knowledge; as well to conceive advice and opinion given, as to convey them, with perspicuity and energy to others.
O f these Reports, the present volume contains about one half; the remainder, being intended for a second volume, if the present shall be approved by public encouragement.
The manner in which the reports are here arranged, is in chronological order, or the time in which they occurred, for each subject; with this variation, that all the several reports on the same subject, when there are more than one, made at different times, are here brought together. . . .
As to Mr SMEATON's style and language, he had a particular, and in some degree a provincial way of expressing himself, and conveying his ideas, both in speaking and writing; a way which was very exact and impressive, though his diction was far from what may be called classical or elegant. . . . His language and words, therefore, and even the orthography, have been closely adhered to, without taking the liberty to make any alterations, unless perhaps sometimes in the change of a letter or a word, where a manifest deviation from grammar occurred, such as the author would o f himself have altered, had he been the editor.
The Preface was sent to Banks, who wrote to Mylne on 3 October 1797 with criticism concerning the account o f the Society's present organization and some minor matters. (11) .
W ith all this introductory material in hand, the production o f Volume I could proceed. On 19 January 1798 the Committee:
Resolved, that the price of the 1st Volume of Smeaton's Reports in boards, be 18s. to the publick. and on 23 March 1798:
The publication of the 1st Volume o f Mr Smeatons Reports was announced by Mr Faden, and that the same is favourable to the intentions of the Society.
A copy, for each of Mr. Smeaton's daughters, was directed to be sent to them, in the name of the Society. A copy was also directed to be sent to Doctor Hutton, the Editor. W ith these Materials, the Committee will be enabled, to pursue a more extensive Plan, after the publication of their Second Volume of Reports; by adding such Plates, as are necessary and can be procured, explainative of the Said Reports; by offering to the publick if it shall appear proper to do so a more useful and Convenient Edition Quarto of the Edystone Light-house; and also, by publishing Ramsgate-Harbour, uniform in Size, with these Several Works.
In performing these tasks (which they think of imposing on themselves) The Committee consider there cannot be erected, a more lasting Monument in honour of their departed friend; than giving to the W orld in a usefull Manner, and Circulating to Posterity, the labours o f a man, who by instructing the age he lived in, transmits correct and practical knowledge on Subjects, peculiarly interesting to this Country.
Your Contribution for these purposes, from
family of is a testimony of aprobation, which the object deserves, and the Committee prize in the highest degree.
Here, then, is a clear indication that the Society now had in mind the publication of the second volume and the re-publication of volume I, both to be illustrated by plates specially engraved; and also the publication, in quarto form, o f Smeaton's well-known book on the Eddystone (13) .
The first step towards achieving these objectives was taken on 6 May 1803, w hen: Resolved that application be made to Sir Joseph Banks, that he would be pleased to permit the Society to have leave to take copies o f such Drawings or Plans from his collection of Mr Smeatons papers as may be necessary to elucidate the Reports contained in the Vol. already published, and those papers remaining to be printed.
A year later, Mylne now having reached the age of 76, John Rennie took over the work. Presumably some other unsold copies of Volume I were still with William Faden.
At the Engineers' Society on 31 January 1812 it was:
Resolved that it be recommended to Messrs Longman & Co. to print 750 Copies of Mr Smeaton's Reports.
The work was divided between Samuel Brooke (junior), who printed Volume II, and Strahan & Preston for Volume III. The paper in these volumes is watermarked 1809 and 1810, and the title pages bear the date 1812. At the same time Volume I was reissued with plates and a new title page uniform with Volumes II and III.
I have seen seven copies of the 1812 issue o f Volume I and in all cases the paper is watermarked 1794 and 1795. The sheets therefore are those originally printed for the first (1797) edition; simply rebound, with the plates inserted, and a new title page (16) .
The exact date of publication is not known, but on 21 May 1813 the Minutes recorded that:
It In addition to the Reports, the Society decided to publish, in a uniform quarto edition, a volume containing the eighteen papers which Smeaton had contributed to Phil. Trans. (18) .
Copied into the Minutes for 17 January 1812 we find the following letter from Messrs Longman to John Rennie, dated 12 December 1811: 
This Preface, or
Advertisement,dated 20 July 1814, reads as follows:
The papers which are here collected together include the whole o f M r SMEATON'S communications to the Royal Society, published in the Philosophical Transactions. Most of the articles have been reprinted verbatim from the originals in that work: a few o f them have been printed from copies which had belonged to the author, and contained corrections and additions in his own hand writing. For the latter the editor has to make his acknowledgments to Mr SMEATON'S daughter, Mrs D IXON, who obligingly lent him the tracts. The accompanying plates, with one or two exceptions, are the same as were originally given with the several articles in the Philosophical Trans actions; the President and Council of the Royal Society having, in the handsomest manner, granted the loan o f the coppers, in order to afford every facility in their power to the publication.
The present volume completes the series o f Mr SMEATON's works. The account of the Edystone light-house was published during his lifetime, and has been lately reprinted. Since his death, the Committee o f Civil Engineers have published, with the liberal permission of Sir JOSEPH BANKS, who had purchased the whole o f the manuscripts, three volumes of Mr SMEATON's Reports, which comprise every paper of any con sequence composed by him, in the way of his profession, during the long period of his public life. To these volumes, the present may be considered as an important and indispensable appendage; and the whole together will be found to contain a most valuable fund of practical instruction in the several branches of Science and the Arts, which had occupied the attention of the ingenious author, and upon which he has raised for himself a high and lasting reputation. Considering the science of construction . . . we know o f no work that has a character so universal as SMEATON's Reports. . . . They are intrinsically valuable for the engineering information they contain . . . and as the records of great national works, we find in every page some evidence o f the wealth, energy, and industry of our native country___ As the labours of one man they have an interest of no common order . . [and] as long as an accurate discernment, extensive observation, genius, modesty, and inflexible honesty, are valued, SMEATON's Reports will be read with advantage and followed as models. 
